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Extracts for use with Section C.

Extract 1:  From Anthony Seldon and Daniel Collings, Britain under Thatcher, published 
1999.

Extract 2:  From Derrick Murphy and Patrick Walsh-Atkins, Britain 1945–2007, published 
2008.

  

* Quangos = organisations outside of the civil service, but receiving government 
funding

Mrs Thatcher’s social mission was clear-cut: roll back excessive state activity 
and bureaucracy and let individuals stand on their own two feet. From 1980, 
enacting an idea proposed under the Labour Government after 1974, council 
house tenants were given the right to buy their own council house. The 
‘assisted places scheme’ allowed able children from less-well off backgrounds 
to secure means-tested places at the country’s independent schools. In 1990, 
those over 60 were given tax relief on private health insurance. Another 
scheme was targeting help on the most deserving, seen with the successful 
reforms of the social security system, which progressively tightened the 
eligibility rules for unemployment benefit. The NHS internal market gave GPs 
budgets and led to hospitals competing for patients. The provision for schools 
to ‘opt out’ of local authority control, which was provided for by the 1988 
Education Reform Act, enhanced parental choice and gave schools control over 
their own budgets. First the NHS, and then local government, were forced to 
put some services out to tender. Checks on efficiency became the order of the 
day. This amounted to the biggest break with social policy tradition since 1945.
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It proved far more difficult to roll back the state than had been foreseen. In 
1980 government spending accounted for 43.2 per cent of GDP; in 1995 the 
same figure was 42.5 per cent. Indeed one of the key contradictions associated 
with Thatcherism was that, under Thatcher’s leadership, the authority of the 
government became increasingly centralised and interventionist at a number 
of levels. Because so many of the local authorities remained Labour controlled, 
the governments of the 1980s imposed a series of entirely new powers over 
local government spending and policy-making. In education policy, the 
Conservatives introduced a national curriculum that set clear limits on the 
freedom to choose subjects and methods of teaching in state schools. The 
privatisation of industry was accompanied by the introduction of a bewildering 
series of regulatory bodies and ‘quangos’* staffed by unelected officials.
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